
Devotion Writing Help From the Experts: 
Tips from the P31 Devotions Contributor Team 

 

Are you wanting to improve your devotion writing skills, craft devotions that hit felt 
needs of your audience, and teach solid biblical content in your devotions? This 
resource will help! Here are 25 tips and pieces of advice from Proverbs 31 Ministries’ 
Devotions Contributor Team. 

To read devotions from these writers and others — and to receive daily encouragement 
and truth in your inbox — subscribe to P31 Devotions here!

********************************************************************************

“Abide — sit at the feet of Jesus and spend time in His Word. There is a natural 
overflow that happens when we do.” - Anitha Abraham 
“Read and study the key verse in multiple translations before writing your devotion. 
Often, different translations use varying words/phrases which help to spark 
creativity and assure your piece is Scripturally solid.” - Laura Bailey 
“God knows exactly what needs to be written and who needs to read it. Pray, listen 
to the message on God’s heart for the reader and allow yourself to be the vessel 
through which the message flows. Then, trust that your partnership will produce 
great work.” - Tracie Braylock 
“My best advice is to write as a friend for the journey, not as a guide who is twelve 
steps ahead. Our readers don’t need us to be the experts; they need us to share their 
steps and help them shift their gaze to Jesus as we go.” - Alicia Bruxvoort 
“It can be tempting to look at the way another ‘good writer ’  writes and believe you 
need to pattern yourself after them to be successful. But your unique creativity, 
which is your gift, will flow best when you write from an honest place that is 
authentically you.” - Kelly Anne Burns 
“Before I submit a devotion, I imagine sitting down face-to-face with a friend who's 
experiencing the felt need my devotion addresses. Would I feel comfortable speaking 
these words to her? Do they feel authentic? Realistic? Too harsh or too pie-in-the- 
sky? If so, I go back and edit until I'm confident it's a message God can use to bring 
real encouragement and real change to the reader's life.” - Meredith H. Carr 
“Because devotions are story-centered, become a collector of your life's stories. 
Keep a list of ‘happenings’ and observations from your everyday life in your phone to 
reference later when you need a word picture that's a spiritual application.” - Amy 
Carroll 
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“Spend time with Jesus, reading His Word and in prayer. As He shows you 
something   for you, consider if it is something that might be helpful to others as 
well and start writing.” -Lynn Cowell 
“Write real. Don't write what you think readers want  to hear; write from your own 
personal experiences and be honest--talk about if you're upset or disappointed, 
hopeful or still learning. Readers will relate more to your openness and lean in to 
the biblical truth you offer.” - Sarah Freymuth 
“Before writing your devotion, pray every day for a week, asking God to guide you in 
your writing for his glory.” - Sarah Geringer 
“Use the free tool at answerthepublic.com to learn  what people are searching for on 
your chosen topic, then answer that question in your devotion.” - Sarah Geringer 
“If you want to reach your readers in the deep place, you go first. Invite them into 
your story with vulnerability. Show them how God met you there.” - Dorina Lazo 
Gilmore-Young 
“Devotion writers have to stay close in their personal devotion to Jesus. What we 
write has to be an overflow of what Christ is speaking into our hearts for His 
people.” - Shala W. Graham 
“Be an expert at discipling yourself in the day-to-day moments of life. As God 
prunes your heart in these regular moments, you’ll find a wellspring of authentic 
devotions.” - Shala W. Graham 
“Powerful devotional writing happens when you dare to guide the reader to a place 
of honesty by sharing your own stories of honesty and struggles — helping her feel 
safe to open her heart with God emotionally and experience His love in a personal 
way. Whenever I encounter writer’s block when writing my story to begin a 
devotional, I use these two prompts that never fail to get the words flowing: ‘What 
would I write if I was more honest than I am comfortable with?’ and ‘Dear Jesus, I’ve 
been quiet about this…’ - Bonnie Gray 
“Write,  then  edit. Separating the writing and editing  processes will allow you to 
distinguish the potential and power of each of them. Keeping them distinct will 
allow you to freely develop your writing and strengthen your editorial instinct.” - 
Rachel Marie Kang 
“Sometimes in your writing, where you think you're going and where God leads you 
are two completely different places, and that's ok! Trust the words He's giving you, 
even when they're not what you had planned.” - Stacy Lowe 
"Invite Jesus into your writing, asking Him for the words to share. And give yourself 
grace. There are times I’m so frantically typing that I forget to eat lunch and other 
times I’m staring at a blank page for hours. Writing isn’t easy, but God is always 
faithful. Keep showing up to the keyboard!" - Meghan Mellinger 
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“Picture one woman sitting across from you and write to her. What are her greatest 
struggles and needs? How can you practically encourage her? What would you say to 
her if you were sitting over coffee with her?” - Crystal  Paine
“Whenever I feel as if I’ve written my last devotion and I have nothing left to write 
that hasn’t been written before (this happens to me quite often), God reminds me 
that He is the Creator of all things, including creativity. He then kindly but sternly 
encourages me to spend time in His Word and in His presence. He is the well that 
will never run dry!  ‘For from Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To 
Him be the glory forever! Amen’ (Romans 11:36). All God ever asks of me is that I give 
Him what I have. A little oil, a few loaves and fish, a simple devotion. He will take it, 
bless it and multiply it. He always does!” - Binu Samuel
“It seems like a no-brainer to say, "Start with God," but it is so easy to forget.  We are 
tempted to begin with a really good hook or an irresistible title, but great hooks and 
titles are nothing without God's power.  The devotion writing process begins on 
your knees. Ask God what He wants you to write and depend on Him throughout the 
entire process to write it.” - Kia Stephens 
“Make every word count. Devotion writing is concise writing. It sounds daunting to 
share a moment of your life that connects to a biblical truth in just 500-600 words, 
but it can be done! As you review your work, look at each word and phrase and ask, 
‘Is this necessary? Can I reword this in fewer words?’ Getting rid of useless words 
gives you more room to say the important.” - Karen Wingate 
“Set some goals for yourself and your writing. Trying to accomplish anything 
without a goal is like trying to build a house without a blueprint. Think about daily 
writing goals, quarterly goals, words per day/week/month you’d like to write, etc. 
Determine a specific deadline you’d like to have a writing piece finished, and then 
hold yourself accountable for meeting it. Goal setting and tracking your progress 
helps keep you motivated to accomplish the things that may seem overwhelming as 
a big picture. And with each small goal you reach, take time to celebrate or reward 
yourself!” - Tracie Miles 
“Take time to think through what direction you want to go with your writing before 
you sit down to write. Whether you are washing the dishes, taking a shower or going 
for a walk, use that ‘extra’ time to brainstorm your writing and drop your ideas in 
the Notes app of your phone. Then when you sit down to write, you are ready to get 
those thoughts on paper!” - Ruth Schwenk 

“When you struggle to translate the message of your heart into words on the page, 
don’t be intimidated by the tension. Rather than clicking to another screen or 
grabbing a snack, sit with the tension and scribble one messy draft after another 
until the words of your soul find life on the page.” - Brenda Bradford  Ottinger 
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